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used, any kind of pressure could be exercised. The volunteers, if
they had remained true to their pledge, would have allowed safer
passage to Pandit Gopinath and his friend. The picketers5 duty
is merely to warn drinkers against the vice of drink, not molest them
or otherwise prevent them, if they will not listen. If we may force
temperance upon the people believing it to be good for them, the
English administrators and their Indian supporters are certainly
performing an analogous operation. They too force the present
system on us well believing that it is good for us. If the swaraj
volunteers may, therefore, take such liberties as they have un-
doubtedly taken in respect of Pandit Gopinath Kunzru, they arc
seeking not to change the system but to change masters, I would
rather have India to be free than sober if freedom has to be sold
to buy sobriety.

FOREIGN CLOTH

On the one hand instances such as the foregoing make one cau-
tious about even liquor picketing. On the other, complaints have
reached from two places regarding the stopping of the picketing of
foreign cloth shops by the Working Committee. All suspensions
are to depend upon the decision of the All-India Congress Com-
mittee. But whilst one wishes the total prohibition of the use of
foreign cloth, if the picketing is at all forcible, I for one cannot
possibly vote for it. The clearest issue before the country is
whether we are to have non-violence in thought, word and deed or
whether we are to have mixed activity. But I need not specu-
late further, because the fate will be decided by the time these
notes reach the subscribers.

FROM  FAR OFF  SlLGHAR

Here is another letter1 from Babu Tarun Ram Phooken from
Silchar Jail which he this time calls Sadhana Ashram,

Young India, 23-2-1922

1 Not reproduced here. Phooken had expressed his growing conviction
that unless people were prepared to suffer without the desire for retaliation,
they would fail in their fight*